Referring Information to the ISA

1. Any parish priest/PCC/Responsible Caring Body with a concern about an individual involved with children or vulnerable adults should contact the Diocesan Child Protection Officer.  


2. The CPO conducts an investigation into the matter, and writes a report (which can include a recommendation regarding referral to the ISA).


3. The report is sent to the Diocesan Assessors who make a decision about any information to be referred to the ISA.  (In a case where the Assessors cannot agree, the information should be referred, leaving the ISA to decide on its importance).


4. The CPO refers the information to the ISA (there is an online form to complete) - and informs the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Adult Management Group.  
The CPO also informs the Local Authority Designated Officer.

This information has been made available only to the CPO, the CRB Task Group, Bishop’s Staff and the Diocesan Assessors. 

Information for parishes – included in October 2009 bulletin and Diocesan website

The Independent Safeguarding Authority & the Diocese – from 12 October 2009 

The Independent Safeguarding Authority formally begins its work from 12.10.09.  From this date, working with children or vulnerable adults becomes known as a ‘regulated activity’.  

Please consult the Archdeacons’ briefing (No.2) on the Diocesan website for activities/roles which continue to require CRB disclosures (http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/userfiles/file/Newcastle%20Website/People%20and%20Places/Bishops%20and%20Staff/Archdeacons%20Briefing%202.pdf ).

If there is any concern in a parish about the suitability of an individual to work with children or vulnerable adults, or if there is a concern about the behaviour of an individual, the Diocesan Child Protection Officer must be contacted.  

From 12.10.09. any organisation ‘employing’ people (this includes volunteers) working in a regulated activity has a legal duty to refer relevant information to the ISA.  Relevant information would be that regarding any individual who is being removed from a regulated activity, or whose behaviour is harming or intends harming children or vulnerable adults.  It is not intended that PCCs or Responsible Caring bodies should make the decision to refer such information on their own.  Decisions regarding the referral of information to the ISA will be made through the CPO and ‘Diocesan Assessors’, who are familiar with the law and with child/adult protection procedures.  

If you are at all unsure about whether any information is important, please do not hesitate to consult with the Child Protection Officer or the Archdeacon of Northumberland.


You do not need to do anything further about the ISA at this stage.  More information will be available in due course.

AE October 2009

